
PowerStar 5 SQL
The recent addition of SQL support has 
expanded PowerStar 5’s ability to interact 
with third party software. SQL (Structured 
Query Language) provides a means of 
communicating with and interrogation of 
compatible databases.

Many database products support SQL, this means if you learn how to apply this
Structured Query Language you can communicate with an array of databases such 
as MS Access, an SQL Server, Oracle, Ingres, Excel etc.  By including support for 
SQL, PowerStar 5 is now able to perform many extremely powerful tasks by 
communicating directly with customers existing databases. 

According to ANSI, SQL is now the standard language for relational database 
management systems. A relational database consists of one or more tables in 
which data is stored. Tables are uniquely identified by their names and consist of a 
list of records. Each record in a table has the same structure, each has a fixed 
number of "fields" of a given type.

SQL statements are used to perform tasks such as update data on a database, or 
retrieve data from a database. In summary SQL is a non-procedural database 
language that facilitates: 

• Database definition and object creation 

• Complex queries 

• Updating

• The handling of security and privacy constraints

Typical Applications

The integrated SQL interface may be 
used for applications such as:

• Automatic test program generation

• Characterisation

• Process control

• Real-time trend analysis 

• Custom results logging
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SQL object List: 
 

 Connect <data source name>   

  Connect to the specified data source. 

  nStatus = SQL.Connect("DSN=Access") 

 
 Execute <SQL Statement>    

  Executes the specified SQL statement. 

  nStatus = SQL.Execute("SELECT *") 

 
 FieldCount 

  Returns the number of fields in the record set. 

  nNumFields = SQL.FieldCount   

 
 FieldByNum <field number> 
 
  Returns the data contained in specified field number within the recordset. 
 
  For q = 0 To sql.FieldCount - 1 
   sMsg = sMsg & "   " & sql.FieldByNum(q) 
  Next 
 
 FieldByName <Field Name> 
   
  Returns the data contained in the specified field name within the recordset. 
 
  msgbox(SQL.FieldByName("Serial_num")) 
 
 MoveFirst 
   
  Moves to the first record within the rowset. 
 
  SQL.MoveFirst 
 
 MoveNext 
 
  Moves to the next record within the rowset. 
 

While Not sql.IsEof 
 For q = 0 To sql.FieldCount - 1 
  sMsg = sMsg & "   " & sql.FieldByNum(q) 
 Next 
 sql.MoveNext 
  
 ListBox1.AddString sMsg 
 sMsg = "" 
Wend 

  

 IsEof 
  Returns true when the last row of a row set has been reached. 
 




